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Interview with Mr. Aaron Richardson
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Hello, thanks in advance for your interview and i
introduce yoursell to the audience of the magazine
Aaron Richardson is currently Reference and ™~ .;

Instruction Librarian at Dominican University of

W Q)Lru:l lrbD_d.:_ JLd

California, He has worked in a variety of

information and digital asset management roles in

P i

government,academia, and private sectors
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Digitizing primary source collections is valuable in
providing ease of access to the documents. Naturally, to
be effective, the digitization work must be accompanied
by accurate and useful metadata description. Metadata
is essential to understanding the provenance, context,
and meaning of digitized records. 1 don't think—and
don’t hope—digital archives will ever replace
print-based archives. But that being said, obviously
“born-digital” records are already a ‘digital archive’-in
waiting. Archivists have already begun to work out
solutions for copping with the preservation issues

related to born-digital stuff
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I have been impressed with how well the American and
international community of professional archivist have
responded to the challenges of managing digital
records. While [ think many of the traditional principles
and concepts of the profession still apply to a digital
universe, obviously, there are new technical skills

necessary to cope with the changed situation

I came into the archives profession after a career as a col-
lege and university teacher. Having taught Humanities
and History classes, I came to see the value of primary
source records for research and writing. So, [ returned
to graduate school to take the MLIS. While in school 1
was able to do internships at California State University
Sacramento, Special Collections and University Ar-
chives as well as at the California State Archives. My
MLIS thesis focused on using digitization to surface
hidden collections in digital humanities projects. My
most interesting job was as Regional Archivist for the

.United States National Park Service
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Short answer is: if you want to avoid legal trouble, figure
out what the rights are. The law here is relatively-well
established, but changes occur and the individual
application of the principles and laws can be
complicated. Learn what you can and find a lawyer

friend to help you with what you don’t

M s | anled o STl sl olieS Zely
Ol Ol ety S (opSsl (Boie
(9 g s bl )3 (958 iy Sl
)l g Al o 7y e Ll el 0ol
Wil el Algi oo (ylS 9 Jool jl (g2
Sy cmgd SO 5 o jesln 1l e |y d
daily s adaad] glple Ba g gy

A5 K8

I have been impressed by the establishment of standards
and tools for managing digital archives. Among the
most  important are standards related to
preservation—many of which I suppose are actually
international standards. I have also been impressed by
the use of ‘digital forensics’ tools and approaches to

coping with digital archives

But at least here in the States, the Society of American.
Archivists and library/archival graduate programs have

really stepped up their game. I am optimistic
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As T said before, a grasp of archival principles—
provenance, original order, etc.—are still essential. But
beyond this I think there is an increased need for techni-
cal sophistication related to capture, preservation, and
description of born digital (or digitized) records. I
know in my own case, the skills related to metadata
description have been an area important to develop. In
addition, knowing the technical landscape and its

changes will continue to require skills to evolve
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Thank you for your cooperation and with wish for

health and increasing success
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Again, T am confident that the profession is on the right
track. This being said, my concerns are always with
support for archival work. Financial support in
particular. A digital archives program can be very
expensive and so institutional support is needed.
Likewise, T am concerned that non-archivist often does
not recognize the “fragility” of born-digital records.
They are more easily lost, destroyed, or erased. So,
getting our partners in organizations to see the need for
management at the front end of the process (at
record-creation) is very important. Getting buy-in from

.administrators or donors is key
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“Terry Eastwood”biography on the University of Toronto Power and Passion of Archives Symposium website.
Retrieved in August 2013 from http://www3.fis.utoronto.ca/faculty/duff/khsymposium/bio_eastwood.htm.
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